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of righteousness, of tho luminaries, and the self-shining "brightness which is in the luminaries.
*I forsake the Devas, the wicked, bad, wrongful originators of mischief, tho most baneful, destructive,
and basest of beings. I forsake the Devas and those like Devas, the sorcerers and those like sorcerers, and any beings whatever of such kinds, I forsako them with thoughts, words, and deeds, I forsake them hereby publicly, and declare that all lies and falsehood are to be dune away with.1
I do not see how after this any one can doubt that the separation of the followers of Zarathushtra, tho believers in Ahuramazcla, from tho worshippers of tho Vedic Devas, was & real historical event, though it does by no means follow that their separation was * complete, and that the followers of Zoroaster surrendered every belief which they formerly shared in common with the Vedic Rishis.
I think we shall be perfectly right if we treat tho Avestic as a secondary stage,, as compared with the old Vedic religion, only we must guard against tho supposition that the A vesta could not have preserved a numluT of ideas and religious traditions older even and simpler than what wo find in tho Veda, The Vedic pot.'tB, and more particularly tho Vedic philosophers, have certainly advanced much beyond the level that had been reached before they were deserted by the Zoroftstrians, but tho Zoroastrians may have preserved much that is old and simple, much that dates from a period previous to their separation, much that we look for in vain in the Veda.